[Homosexuality and psychiatric disorders: correlation not shown].
A secondary analysis of part of the data collected for the Netherlands mental-health survey and incidence study, revealed that homosexual men and women have a higher chance of psychiatric disorders than heterosexuals. However, there are some serious doubts about the reliability and validity of these results. These concern the validity of the measuring instrument used for homosexual populations (the Composite International Diagnostic Interview), the representativeness of the sample of homosexuals participating in the study, and the statistical analysis of the raw data. In discussing their analysis, the authors pay too little attention to methodological flaws, which might explain their findings. In general, they seem to underestimate the methodological and ethical complications associated with this type of comparative research. Therefore, the study offers no hard scientific evidence to support the contention that homosexuals show a much higher rate of psychiatric disorders in comparison to heterosexuals.